
Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
OPERATING RELIABILITY WORKING GROUP 

Teleconference/WebEx 
Thursday March 22, 2012 

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. (CDT) 
 

Agenda Item 1 - Administrative Items/Approve Previous Minutes/Review Agenda 
(Jim Useldinger/Jason Smith) 
 
Chairman Jim Useldinger started the meeting at 2:00.  No new minutes have been posted 
for review.  No agenda changes from what was posted. 
 
Agenda Item 2 - Market PRR’s (Jason Smith) 
 
As is the usual way of reviewing several PRR’s, the group elected to review them all and 
then place them into “buckets” in order to minimize the number of motions and votes. 
 

a. EIS PRR 241 – Revisions to PRR 200 Approved Language per FERC Order 
(Marisa Choate) 
 
This language change impacts after the fact payments only.  There is no 
real-time impact here.  Staff does not see this as having any reliability 
impact.  This PRR is placed in the No Reliability Impact bucket. 
 

b. MPRR 44—Operating Reserve Offer Mitigation (Marisa Choate) 
 
This will affect what is picked up, but Jason said it could impact where it is 
picked up – potentially manipulating the cost.  Allen raised a concern that 
this would allow an over/understatement of what is available.  Jason did not 
think this would be the case.  This was moved to the No Reliability Impact 
bucket.  
 

c. MPRR 47—Clarification of Compensation for Reliability Commitment and 
Dispatch 
 
After discussion, this was moved to the Approval bucket.. 
 

d. MPRR 51—RUC MWP Cost Allocation Changes – not reviewed.  
 
This MPRR is being withdrawn by market design staff for further edits. 
 

e. MPRR 54—Modification of Billing Determinant Anomalies 
 
This was moved to the No Reliability Impact bucket.  
 



f. MPRR 56—Correction of MWP Cost Allocation for Load Deviation During 
Emergency 
 
This was moved to the No Reliability Impact bucket.  
 

g. MPRR 63—Clarification to Emergency Procedure within the Operating Hour 
Greg McAuley asked if these steps were to be taken in order.  The answer 
is no.  This is the intent of the language change, in order to clarify that the 
steps don’t have to be taken in order.  But with C and D on #1, the nonfirm 
should be curtailed before curtailing fixed firm?  That’s the right order per 
NERC standards.  Discussion led to this being MPRR being added to the 
Approval bucket.. 
 

h. MPRR 65—Changes to Operating Reserve Qualification Re-Testing 
Requirements   
Ron said there are some references that become errors due to the way this 
language was copy/pasted out of the protocols.  Those references will be 
corrected in the filed language. 
 
The group made wording changes on the MPRR based on testing, retesting, 
and bringing units online for tests.  Jason captured the suggested language 
changes in the MPRR.  The test language is not sufficiently complete.   
Debbie and Carrie expressed concern that not getting an approval on this 
MPRR may impact the vendor related design.  Carrie suggested the ORWG 
approve the MPRR with the submission of a separate MPRR with the test 
language the group would like included.  There is also nothing in the Tariff 
to have this language.  Jason and Carrie will take this action item.   
2.10.1 contains some information about the tests in general terms.  Ron 
suggested being able to test all 3 capabilities (energy + contingency reserve 
+ regulation) at the same time.  Jason said it’s a purely manual process for 
the deployment instructions on our side.  He is not concerned with the 
feasibility to do it. 
 
Based on the action item, the MPRR is added to the Approval bucket. 
 

i. MPRR 66—Clarification and Enhancement to Ramp Rate Logic 
There was limited discussion before this was ultimately put in the Approval 
bucket. 
 

j. MPRR 67—Provision of Wind Forecasts 
Mike Grimes suggested that the purpose is to get an accurate picture of the 
load of wind farms for future periods.  The process that determines what this 
will be could become a factor for Reliability.  This could be used to help the 
members validate the wind forecast that SPP is using. 
 
This MPRR is added to the No Reliability Impact bucket. 



 
k. MPRR 68 – Excess Generation 

Jason suggested the Approval Group for this item.  It states we will use the 
emergency minimum on units in case of an excess generation condition. 
 
This MPRR was added to the Approval bucket. 
 
The buckets as they were at the end of the review were: 
 
No Reliability Impact:  PRR 200 and MPRRs 44, 51, 54, 56, 67 
 
Approval:  MPRRs 47, 63, 65, 66, 68 
 
Allen Klassen made a motion to approve the MPRRs and PRR as 
indicated.in the noted Approval and No Reliability Impact buckets.  Kyle 
McMenamin seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 

Break 3:30 – 3:40 PM 
 
Agenda Item 3 - Black Start/Restoration Plans Annual Review (All) 
Jason indicated that the individual TOP sections have some minor changes as requested, 
but the overall document just needs approval.   
 
Darrel Yohnk asked if the switching sequences he had provided for ITC were added in.  
Jason confirmed that they are included.  The posted version is dated March 15.  Cleco 
sent some changes yesterday, which are not included at this time.   
There is an expectation to include information for ties with the neighbor.  Ron said the 
standard going forward is more specific. 
 
Ron raised a concern with pg 14, #9, 40 degree phase angle is a big angle.  The 
discussion centered around that this is technically the Slip frequency.  The checklist was 
updated to just a checkbox to verify that the Slip frequency between the islands was 
checked.  Jason added some language to this section of the Black Start Plan.  This 
document contains recommendation information without ways to confirm or verify the 
information.  There are many places putting in sync checks relays.   
 
Ron Gunderson made a motion to approve the Plans as modified and have Jim 
Useldinger and Don Shipley sign the document noting the approval met the April 1 
deadline.  Allen Klassen seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Agenda Item 4 - SPP RC Reliability Plan – “Brazos Update” (Terry Oxandale/Jason 
Smith) 
 
Darrel mentioned that ITC Great Plains will be registered as a Transmission Operator in 
SPP.  Recently the date has changed to May 1st.   
Jason reviewed the changes to the Reliability Plan as outlined by Terry Oxandale.   



There was discussion on whether or not Tri-State G&T should be listed in the plan.  
Motion and approval needed.  Ron Gunderson made the motion to approve the Reliability 
Plan as amended.  Paul Lampe seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
The plan will then be sent to MRO, SERC, and then NERC for approval. 
 
Agenda Item 5 - EEA/OEC/Market Energy Imbalance Service (Terry Oxandale/Greg 
McAuley) 
Tabled for a future meeting. 
 
 
Agenda Item 6 - “New” Data Requirements for Variable Energy Resources 
(Appendix 7) (Gerardo Ugalde) 
This is related to the new proposed wind requirements that were presented at the last 
meeting.  Jason displayed the document that was accepted and sent to CWG for review.  
Jason displayed the PowerPoint for the CWG.  EDPR provided comments.  Mike provided 
an explanation of the comments.  This supports the requirements in the Protocols.  The 
purpose is to provide information for the best quality wind forecast.   
 
The vendor provided information to Jason while we were on the call.  Jason displayed the 
information on the WebEx.  Ron indicated that the requirements will end up with the 
generator operator sending the information to two locations.  ICCP may not be used for 
the 10 min average information.  The Wind developer may have to do it twice.  Another 
option is to provide it to the wind forecast vendor directly.   
 
A caller asked if anyone has looked at the CIP implications of providing this data.  There 
was something discussed similarly with the CBA, now having some compliance 
discussions related to CIP.  
  
Dennis (AEP) stated the assumption that this information goes from the Gen Op to SPP 
directly.  If it goes back through them, they would have compliance concerns/questions.   
Jason will follow-up with the vendor and staff for alternates to ICCP for transferring the 
wind data.  Mike is requesting clearer rules related to the Wind outages that SPP is 
looking for. 
 
CWG was told that the ORWG had blessed this document.  Jason’s indication to the 
CWG was that this information has been reviewed, didn’t necessarily have a problem with 
the data that it was still under ORWG discussion.  We also requested that it be passed to 
other groups for review. 
 
Agenda Item 7 - MOPC Criteria Review (All) 
Comments provided by Jason are indicated in the Criteria sections.  Ron G has some 
questions about capacity requirements (is this on the LSE or BA?) in the 2.1.3 section.   
Continue review of the information provided.  Jason is asked to provide monthly updates 
to MOPC.   
 
 



Agenda Item 8 - Other Items (All) 
David Pham asked about the ADI, there were a couple time when ADI was not 
suspended during an RSS event.  He does not have specific events/times at this point.  
Jason asked for a message with the specifics if he can provide it. 
 
Robert said the draft Standard for TOP-001, 002, and 003 has just been posted; there will 
be a call announced later to review this information.  Robert would like participation if 
possible.   
 
Agenda Item 9 - Next Meeting (All) 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for 4/19 as a WebEx.  2:00-4:00pm.  The next meeting 
after that is 5/16/2012 Face-to-Face (Location TBD) MWG asked if we could work 
something out for the week of 5/23/12 and have at least a period of time joint with both 
groups.  There are several other meetings going on that week.  May 16 – 18 seems to 
work for this group best,   Jason will work with Carrie to set up the best time.   

 
 

Agenda Item 10 - Summary of Action Items (Kathy Myhand) 
1.  Carrie Simpson and Jason Smith to work on MPRR related to MPRR65 changes 

requested related to testing the full capabilities of deployments.   
2. Jason will follow-up with the vendor and staff for alternates to ICCP for transferring 

the wind data.   
3. Jason to follow-up with MWG for tentative meeting schedule.   
4. Jim and Jason to complete discussion for written report for MOPC.   

 
 

 
Agenda Item 11 – Adjourn (Jim Useldinger) 
 
Adjourned at 4:45 PM. 
 



Attended Name Status Company
X 1 Allan George M Sunflower Electric Power
X 2 Allen Klassen M Westar Energy

3 Danny McDaniel M CLECO
4 David Pritchard M American Electric Power

X 5 Gregory McAuley M Oklahoma Gas & Electric
X 6 Jim Useldinger M Kansas City Power & Light
X 7 John Stephens M City Utilities of Springfield Missouri
X 8 Kyle McMenamin M Xcel Energy (SPS)

9 Mike Wech M Southwest Power Administration
X 10 Paul Lampe M City of Independence
X 11 Ron Gunderson M Nebraska Public Power District
X 12 Steve Haun M Lincoln Electric System

13 Walter (Todd) Gosnell M Omaha Public Power District
14 Doug Callison M Grand River Dam Authority

X 15 Jason Smith, Secretary S Southwest Power Pool
X 16 Kathy Myhand S Southwest Power Pool
X 17 David Pham G Empire District Electric Cooperative
X 18 Carrie Simpson S Southwest Power Pool

Operating Reliability Working Group

Meeting Attendance: 3/22/2012

M=Member, G=Guest, S=SPP Staff, P= Proxy
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